
WILDEN AG manufactures
components for the Audi Q7

Production start of plastic seat components for
Audi’s new SUV in autumn

2005 is a special year for Audi. On occasion of the 25th anniversary
of the Quattro, the car manufacturer will present its new SUV at the
international automobile show IAA, designed to compete with the
BMW X5, Mercedes M-Class, Porsche Cayenne and the VW Touareg.
In 2004, WILDEN AG was chosen for the production of almost all
plastic seat components for this new vehicle. More than 50 moulds
have already been manufactured and large-scale production is to
start in September.

The character of the new premium-class SUV will be dominated by
a dynamic and sporty appearance. Following the cross-over approach
of all cars in this vehicle segment, it will combine functionality with
luxury, sturdiness with elegance and a sporty driving experience with
intelligent safety concepts. In Audi’s vehicle hierarchy, this model
can be classified somewhere between the A6 and A8. The Q7 will
be available with a V8-FSI fuel injection or a V6 TDI diesel engine.
The four-wheel drive Quattro is standard and an adaptable, pneumatic
shock absorption system may be ordered as an extra feature. The
on-board intelligent vehicle system includes the new assistance tools
“Side-Assist” and “Lane-Assist”.  Cars in blind spots or fast approaching
cars will trigger a warning from Side-Assist, while Lane-Assist will
issue a warning when the driver changes lane without indicating.
According to Audi, the new car will be available in the first or second
quarter of 2006.

Follow-up order from Faurecia

The plastic seat components for the Q7 are manufactured by WILDEN
AG for its customer Faurecia. This is the second order from Audi. At
present, WILDEN AG is producing a stowage box and seat side
covers for the Audi A3 for Faurecia.

“Successful cooperation in the past marked us down for this task,”
says Franz Rieger, project manager for the new project. “This in
combination with an extensive expertise in plastics processing and
long-term experience with automotive applications as well as the
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keen price/performance ratio made WILDEN AG the perfect partner
for this project.“

Faurecia is one of three international market leaders and European
market leader in the car seat segment. With its highly diversified
product range, Faurecia meets the requirements of car manufacturers
with a increasing demand for high-performance seats. In addition
to extensive adjustment, fold-over or retraction options, an increasing
number of functions such as heating, ventilation, air-conditioning
or electrical adjustment elements are integrated in seats.

Sophisticated parts for premium cars

The components produced are visible parts which are used in the
car interior without requiring additional finish. Therefore, the demands
on colour matching and optical properties are very high. The required
leather structure to match the high quality level of the car was
achieved by an in-mould etching process. The exacting logistic
requirements of the highly complex order posed an additional
challenge. Parts and small subassemblies for the three rows of
seats needed to be produced to suit integration on the right and on
the left side and in five different colours. In total, this component
group included more than 440 individual parts and models.

The deadline was challenging, too. WILDEN AG was integrated in
the project with a very short lead time and needed to solve the tasks
at hand in a relatively short period of time. At present, the first stages
of the “0-series” production are already under way and large-scale
production is planned to start in September.

The range of tasks which had to be carried out by WILDEN AG
included the adaptation and optimisation of the production
environment to suit plastics processing requirements, mould
engineering, large-scale injection moulding and assembly. Part of
the 50 moulds required for this order were produced in-house, all
moulds were manufactured according to WILDEN’s standard. The
components were made from PP and PA. A new processing feature
allowed colour formulation with masterbatches and metering devices
directly in the production machine.

The production facility is located in Dýšina/Czech Republic. As part
of the large-scale production process, the finished components are
transported to Faurecia’s production site in Lozorno/Slovakia, near
Bratislava on a daily basis.

Visit us at the Fakuma in Friedrichshafen from October 18th until
22nd 2005, Hall A4, booth 4214.
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